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 INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: 
 
This report pertains to an investigation of 
the identification of the burial location of 
three (3) members of the Commonwealth 
Forces, during the Great War 1914-1921. 
 

SUBMITTED TO: 
 
CWGC Commemorations Section 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
2 Marlow Road 
Maidenhead, Berkshire 
SL6 7DX United Kingdom 
Email: commemorations@cwgc.org  

 

Report Date: 10 May 2018 
 

Reason for Submission: (ñXò means purpose of the report) 
 

Casualty Identification:  Burial Information:  

Confirmed Identity X Burial Location Identified 1 

Most Probable Identity  Buried near this spot 2,3 

Questionable Identity  Grave Records Correction  

Incorrect Identity  Request for CWGC Details  
 

Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; ñIò information provided) 
 

Casualty Identification:  Burial Information:  

1. Lionel Grove, Pte #22034 link Cabaret-Rouge Br. Cem. link 

2. Noel Osborne-Jones, 2nd
 Lt link Pas de Calais, France i 

3. Herbert Taggart, 2nd
 Lt link Graves 7.D.3, 7.D.4, 7.F.1 i 

Date of Death: 8 May 1916 all  Cemetery Plan link 

Graves Registration Reports 1a,b War Diary Extract(s) 7a-e 

Concentration of Graves 2 Casualty Reports Filed 8a-j 

Headstone Register 3a,b German Report 9 

Area Map 4 Grave Stone Inscription  

Trench Map 5 Memorial Inscription/Photo  

Possible Candidates List 6 Reporting and Review 10 
 

Summary of Findings: 
 

There are three (3) reported burials in the Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery (Graves 
7.D.3, 7.D.4 and 7.F.1) that were concentrated from three (3) neighbouring graves in 
the Fournes German Cemetery (Graves 3.II.20, 3.II.21 and 3.II.22). All have a reported 
date of death of 8 May 1916. Only the Unknown British Officer concentrated into Grave 
7.F.1 was identified as a member of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 
 
An analysis of all of the facts provides clear evidence that the remains are those of the 
three (3) men of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers that died on 8 May 1916 as a result of a raid 
on the German trenches at 36.N.14.a.7.4 east of the village of le Tilleloy, to the 
northwest of Fromelles. They were buried by the Germans in the Fournes German 
Cemetery at 36.O.31.d.8.2, approximately 6,500 yards southeast of the location of the 
raid. There are no other men of any commonwealth force missing in France on that date 
that were in the location where the raid and subsequent burial took place (CWGC Link). 
 

mailto:commemorations@cwgc.org
https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/1764343/grove,-lionel/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/64600/cabaret-rouge-british-cemetery,-souchez/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/1766097/osborne-jones,-noel/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/1770287/taggart,-herbert/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/585795/gordon,-douglas/CemeteryPlan.ashx?id=64600
https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-dead/results?dateFrom=07-05-1916&dateTo=09-05-1916&tab=wardead&fq_warliteral=1&fq_country=France
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Details of Findings: 
 
The findings are conclusive that the remains of the three men found buried side-by-side 
in the Fournes German Cemetery and concentrated to the Cabaret-Rouge British 
Cemetery are these soldiers of the 15th (Service) Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliers killed 
on 8 May 1916: 
 

¶ Private Lionel Grove 

¶ Second Lieutenant Noel Osborne-Jones 

¶ Second Lieutenant Herbert Taggart 
 
The findings are based on the following: 
 

1. The Graves Registration Reports (GRRFs) indicate that there are three (3) 
specific UNKNOWNS buried in the Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery that are the 
subject of this case (Attachment #1). The men are identified as follows: 
 

¶ Plot VII Row D Grave 3 (7.D.3): Unknown British Soldier 
Date of Death: 8-5-16 

¶ Plot VII Row D Grave 4 (7.D.4): Unknown British Officer 
Date of Death: 8-5-16 

¶ Plot VII Row F Grave 1 (7.F.1): Unknown British Officer, 2/Lt. 
Regiment: R. Welch Fus., Date of Death 8-5-16 
 

2. The Concentrations of Graves Exhumations and Reburials Burial Return (COG-
BR) document provides considerably more information about the three (3) 
UNKNOWNS (Attachment #2). 
 

¶ All three (3) were exhumed from the Fournes German Cemetery, located 
at trench map coordinates 36.O.d.8.2, which is approximately 1,200 yards 
due south of Armentieres, France. 

¶ The men were buried side-by-side in German graves labelled as: 
i. 3.II.20 ï concentrated to Cabaret-Rouge 7.D.3 
ii. 3.II.21 ï concentrated to Cabaret-Rouge 7.D.4 
iii. 3.II.22 ï concentrated to Cabaret-Rouge 7.F.1 

¶ The date of death reported for all the men was 8-5-16 (8 May 1916). 

¶ All three graves were reported to have a standard cross. 

¶ On exhumation, the remains were identified by their clothing, cross and 
certified report. 

¶ The concentration (reburial) into Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery 
occurred at some time between 29 August 1923 and 19 September 1923. 
 

3. The Headstone Registers appear not to have recorded all of the available 
information that was revealed during the concentration of the graves (Attachment 
#3). The Unknown British Soldier in 7.D.3 is reported with a date of death 8th May 
1916, as is the Unknown Officer in 7.D.4. The Unknown Second Lieutenant in 
7.F.1 has the same date of death but the regiment was not included. There is 
 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/1764343/grove,-lionel/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/1766097/osborne-jones,-noel/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/1770287/taggart,-herbert/
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no indication why the IWGC (now CWGC) dropped the known information that 
the remains in 7.F.1 were those of a Second Lieutenant of the Royal Welsh 
Fusiliers. 
 

4. The areas where the trench raid took place and the remains were recovered are 
depicted in an extract of a period 1/40,000 map from the McMaster Lloyd Reeds 
Collection for the Lille sector. (Attachment #4). The trench raid of the 15th Bn 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers took place at 36.N.14.a.7.4 (marked as a red-yellow star), 
approximately 2,500 yards northwest of Fromelles. The remains of three men, 
buried by the Germans, were found in the Fournes Communal Cemetery German 
Extension at 36.O.31.d.8.2 (blue-orange star), approximately 4,000 yards 
southeast of Fromelles. 
 

5. The specific location where the trench raid took place, relative to the British and 
German front lines in 1916, is marked on a 1/10,000 trench map from the 
National Archives Collection ñAubers 7A(S)ò. This area is described as the front 
line area south of Fleurbaix and north of Neuve Chapelle, between Armentieres 
and Bethune (Attachment #5). It was from this location that the historical 
documents, as in this report, tell of the collection of the wounded and dead British 
soldiers by the Germans. 
 

6. For this investigation, it was essential to examine all the possible candidates that 
could have been recovered from the Fournes Communal Cemetery German 
Extension. Although it was known that all three (3) men died on 8 May 1916, and 
were subsequently buried side-by side, there was only one (1) of the Officers 
identified as being a member of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers. An examination of the 
records of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) was 
undertaken to determine all the possible candidates for the recovered remains 
(Attachment #6). The examination revealed the following: 
 

¶ In addition to checking on the men serving in the Royal Welsh Fusiliers at 
the time of their death, an evaluation was made of those that showed their 
original service with another unit but an affiliation to the Royal Welsh 
Fusiliers as a ñSecondary Regimentò. The CWGC database revealed 100 
listed as that being the secondary regiment (link), of which 26 of those 
men were in the British Army and lost in France (link). Only 1 of the men 
was lost in May-June 1916 period (link), specifically 22 June 1916, and 
none of the men are missing or dead on 8 May 1916 (link). 
 

¶ There are UNKNOWNS with a date of death of 8 May 1916 on both the 
Loos Memorial and the Thiepval Memorial. The CWGC reports Thiepval 
Memorial is primarily (90%) for those commemorated with a death 
between July and November 1916, however there were four (4) Privates 
listed with the May date. There were no Officers listed for the Thiepval 
Memorial, so we know the two candidate Officers were those on the Loos 
Memorial. Each of those men were considered as candidates for the UBS 
but were dismissed based on their location at the time of death. 
 

https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-dead/results?secondaryRegiment=Royal%2BWelsh%2BFusiliers
https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-dead/results?secondaryRegiment=Royal%2BWelsh%2BFusiliers&tab=wardead&fq_warliteral=1&fq_country=France&fq_servedinliteral=Army
https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-dead/results?secondaryRegiment=Royal%2bWelsh%2bFusiliers&dateFrom=01-05-1916&dateTo=30-06-1916&tab=wardead&fq_country=France
https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-dead/results?secondaryRegiment=Royal%2BWelsh%2BFusiliers&dateFrom=08-05-1916&dateTo=08-05-1916
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¶ We know that there was an Unknown Second Lieutenant of the Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers concentrated into Grave 7.F.1 of the Cabaret-Rouge 
British Cemetery, whose date of death was 8 May 1916, but based on the 
available currently information, it is not possible to tell whether it was 
Second Lieutenant Noel Osborne-Jones or Second Lieutenant Herbert 
Taggart. It is unknown at this time if the CWGC considers graves 7.D.4  
and 7.F.1 close enough together to place a "Special Memorial C" (Buried 
near this spot), with the alphabetic listing of names (site schematic). We  
do know that the three men were buried beside each other when in the 
Fournes German Cemetery but were separated during the concentration 
process. 
 

¶ There is an Unknown British Officer in Grave 7.D.4 of the same cemetery, 
who died on the same date, but there was no evidence recorded that he 
was an Officer of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers. There are six (6) Second 
Lieutenants, for all Commonwealth Forces, reported deceased on 8 May 
1916. All are recorded was serving with the United Kingdom. Only two (2) 
named Second Lieutenants are missing and commemorated on the Loos 
Memorial (link). There is one (1) Lieutenant; however he has a known 
burial location (link). There are no other Officers of any of the 
Commonwealth Forces deceased and missing on that date (link). That 
confirms that the two Officers in graves 7.D.4 and 7.F.1 at the Cabaret-
Rouge British Cemetery are both Officers of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers: 
 

i. Second Lieutenant Noel Osborne-Jones, 15th (Service) Battalion, 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers 
 

ii. Second Lieutenant Herbert Taggart, 11th (Service) Battalion ï 
attached to the 15th (Service) Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliers 
   

¶ Further analysis of all the records of all other men who died on that date, 
clearly shows that the third unknown is Private Lionel Grove. Private 
Grove was serving with the same regiment, the 15th (Service) Battalion, 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers, and he is reported to have died on the same date 
(link) as the two Second Lieutenants. 
 

¶ Consideration was given to the possibility that the other UNKNOWN was 
either Private Hickson or Private Twohig of the 9th (Service) Battalion, 
Royal Munster Fusiliers, shown on that list. That regiment is in the 16th 
(Irish) Division, 48th Infantry Brigade (LLT link). The war diary of that date 
(page 51 of 58), places the 9th Royal Munster Fusiliers near Hulluch 
at 36c.H.13.b.5.5 (GPS 50.4850, 2.8152), some 6,500 yards north of 
Lens. The raid where the Royal Welsh Fusiliers Officers were killed on 
that date was at 36.N.14.a.7.4 (GPS 50.6152, 2.8186). The separation 
distance between the two locations, on two separate 1/40,000 scale maps, 
is more than 14 kilometers on a direct north-south route. There are no  
 
 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/586092/hood,-stanley/CemeteryPlan.ashx?id=64600
https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-dead/results?rank=Second%2BLieutenant&dateFrom=08-05-1916&dateTo=08-05-1916
https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-dead/results?rank=Lieutenant&dateFrom=08-05-1916&dateTo=08-05-1916&tab=wardead&fq_servedwithliteral=United+Kingdom
https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-dead/results?war=1&dateFrom=08-05-1916&dateTo=08-05-1916
https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-dead/results?war=1&dateFrom=08-05-1916&dateTo=08-05-1916&tab=wardead&fq_servedinliteral=Army&fq_country=France&fq_cemeterymemorial=LOOS+MEMORIAL
http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/army/regiments-and-corps/the-british-infantry-regiments-of-1914-1918/royal-munster-fusiliers/
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/60779/43112_1975_5-00000?backurl=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch.ancestry.co.uk%2Fsearch%2Fdb.aspx%3Fdbid%3D60779%26path%3D&ssrc=&backlabel=ReturnBrowsing#?imageId=43112_1975_5-00050
https://www.google.com/maps/place/50%C2%B029'06.0%22N+2%C2%B048'54.7%22E/@50.485,2.8152,614m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d50.485!4d2.8152
https://www.google.com/maps/place/50%C2%B036'54.7%22N+2%C2%B049'07.0%22E/@50.6152997,2.8188333,790m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d50.6152!4d2.8186


Pte Lionel Grove #22304 Page 5 Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery 
2

nd
 Lts Osborne-Jones and Taggart  Graves 7.D.3, 7.D.4 and 7.F.1 

 
records in the ICRC database suggesting that the RMF men were taken 
prisoner, thus making it highly unlikely that their remains would be found 
14 kilometers from where they were killed. That means the remains are 
those of Private Lionel Grove in Grave 7.D.3. 
 

¶ There is one (1) other member of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers (Private 
Stanley Hood) killed on that date and buried in the Cabaret-Rouge British 
Cemetery. His remains were concentrated from the Haubourdin German 
Cemetery Extension at 36.P.21.b.9.4 (link), whereas the two Officers were 
concentrated from the Fournes German Cemetery Extension 
at 36.O.31.d.8.2 (link). Fournes German Cemetery is approximately 9,000  
yards southwest of the Haubourdin German Cemetery Extension (map 
link). The CWGC web site (this link) tells us the German Extension was 
used for the German Field Hospitals, suggesting Private Hood was 
wounded and later died on that date (8 May 1916). 
 

¶ A check of the location of the four (4) Privates on the Thiepval memorial 
allowed them to be dismissed as candidates, based on their location at 
their time of death: 
 

i. Coombs #10673: 1st Bn., Dorsetshire Regiment - 14th Brigade, 
32nd Division (page 92 of 429). They are at Bouzincourt in the 
Thiepval Sector, which places them at 57d.W.7, so well out of the 
area and thus the man is not a candidate. 
 

ii. Cowley #2560 and Fantham #2162: 1st/5th Bn., Leicestershire 
Regiment - 138th Brigade, 46th (North Midland) Division (page 88 
of 515). They had been billeted at Neuville-St. Vaast and were at 
Mont St. Eloy at 51c.N.2, so also out of the area. There is no 
indication of the cause of death for these two casualties. It appears 
from looking back into April 1916 that they were being used as 
labour to help French miners, which they were doing until 7 May 
1916. Perhaps an accidental or ancillary death? 
  

iii. Fox #11296: 9th (Service) Bn. Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers - 109th 
Brigade, 36th (Ulster) Division (page 31 of 258). There was a raid in 
the area of Martinsart Wood, placing them at 57d.W.3, well out of 
the area for the candidates. There is extensive detail on the raid 
over the period of the two days of 7th and 8th May 1916. There is 
mention of a Private being badly wounded shortly after midnight 
(page 35 of 358) but there were a number killed. Of the twenty 
three (23) reported deaths for the raid (CWGC link), only Private 
Fox is listed on the Thiepval Memorial. The same war diary page 
refers to a subsequent group of 22 wounded and then refers 
directly to the disappearance of Private John Fox. It was suspected 
that he had been "blown away" by a shell. He is not listed in the 
database of the I.C.R.C. (search link). 
 

https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-dead/results?cemetery=Cabaret-Rouge%2BBritish%2BCemetery%252c%2BSouchez&war=1&dateFrom=08-05-1916&dateTo=08-05-1916
https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-dead/results?cemetery=Cabaret-Rouge%2BBritish%2BCemetery%252c%2BSouchez&war=1&dateFrom=08-05-1916&dateTo=08-05-1916
https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2113122.JPG
http://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2113059.JPG
http://digitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/object/macrepo%3A4178/-/collection
http://digitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/object/macrepo%3A4178/-/collection
https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc5719597.JPG
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/60779/43112_2392_1-00000?backurl=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch.ancestry.co.uk%2Fsearch%2Fdb.aspx%3Fdbid%3D60779%26path%3D&ssrc=&backlabel=ReturnBrowsing#?imageId=43112_2392_1-00091
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/60779/43112_2690_2-00000?backurl=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch.ancestry.co.uk%2Fsearch%2Fdb.aspx%3Fdbid%3D60779%26path%3D&ssrc=&backlabel=ReturnBrowsing#?imageId=43112_2690_2-00087
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/60779/43112_2690_2-00000?backurl=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch.ancestry.co.uk%2Fsearch%2Fdb.aspx%3Fdbid%3D60779%26path%3D&ssrc=&backlabel=ReturnBrowsing#?imageId=43112_2690_2-00087
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/60779/43112_2510_3-00000?backurl=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch.ancestry.co.uk%2Fsearch%2Fdb.aspx%3Fdbid%3D60779%26path%3D&ssrc=&backlabel=ReturnBrowsing#?imageId=43112_2510_3-00030
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/60779/43112_2510_3-00000?backurl=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch.ancestry.co.uk%2Fsearch%2Fdb.aspx%3Fdbid%3D60779%26path%3D&ssrc=&backlabel=ReturnBrowsing#?imageId=43112_2510_3-00034
https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-dead/results?regiment=Royal%2BInniskilling%2BFusiliers&unit=9th%2BBn.&dateFrom=07-05-1916&dateTo=09-05-1916&casualtypagenumber=1
https://grandeguerre.icrc.org/en/File/Search/#/3/2/224/0/British%20and%20Commonwealth/Military/Fox%2C%20J
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The results of the analysis of all of the candidates for the three (3) unknowns 
leaves us with only Private Lionel Grove, as the UKNOWN British Soldier and 
Second Lieutenants Noel Osborne-Jones and Herbert Taggart as the 
UNKNOWN British Officers, one of whom was named as a Second Lieutenant of 
the Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 
 

7. The war diary of the 15th (Service) Battalion of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers provides 
additional evidence linking the graves of the unknowns to those concentrated into 
the Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery (Attachment #7), consisting of: 
 

¶ Daily War Diary Page (Attachment #7a) 
The raid took place on the night of May 7th and early morning of May 8th 
from 11:30 pm to 2:30 am. Reference is made to the Operation Order and 
Casualties attached. 
 

¶ Operation Order 14 (Attachment #7b) 
Captain Owen would lead the raid assisted by 2nd Lieutenant N. O. Jones 
(right party) and 2nd Lieutenant H. Taggart (left party). The raiding party 
was to leave the British trench at 36.N.14.a.25.35 to a point of entry at 
36.N.14.a.7.4. Captain Owen was to remain at the enemyôs parapet while 
2nd Lieutenants Jones and Taggart made a 15 minute excursion into the 
enemy trench. 
 

¶ Narrative of Raid (Attachment #7c) 
O.C. the raid (Owen) surveyed the area and then gave the order to attack 
at 1:50 am. 2/Lt Taggart sprang forward and shot the German sentry dead 
and 2/Lt Jones emptied his revolver into the bay. Both the right and left 
raiding parties secured a foothold in the trench. 
 

¶ Notes of the Raid (Attachments #7d and #7e) 
It is reported that the enemy was surprised by the raid. No significant 
casualties were suffered during the raid, other than a flesh wound to 
Captain Owen. However, during the withdrawal, 2/Lt Taggart was 
wounded in the back while retiring to the ditch in front of the German 
trench. Captain Owen carried him across the ditch. 2/Lt Taggart had lost 
the use of his legs and had to be abandoned. Four search parties failed to 
find him. 2nd Lt Jones was seen to fall as he stood on the enemy parapet 
while directing the retirement of his party. Both 2/Lts were reported 
ñwounded and missingò, along with 2 OR killed and 1 OR missing. 
 

The war diary report therefore leaves us with both 2/Lt Osborne-Jones and 
2/Lt Taggart wounded and missing. They are not reported as ñkilled in actionò 
at that time. There are no names given for the OR (ñOther Ranksò) that are 
reported killed or missing.  
 

8. There were a large number of reports, interviews and letters provided by the men 
involved in the raid, from those reporting after the raid and as well as from  
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Prisoners of War (Attachments # 8a to #8j). The information in these reports has 
been summarized and placed in chronological order: 
 

¶ Captain Goronwy Owen, 15th Bn. R.W.F. 
(This is in the report below from Lieut. Col, Bell but appears to be written 
immediately after the raid, as it refers to ñyesterdayò.) 
Reports that their son (2nd Lt. Taggart) was seriously wounded in the back 
in No Manôs Land after participating in the raid. Taggart was clear of the 
enemy trenches and was returning to Owenôs assistance when he was 
shot in the back and fell. Owen reports he carried Taggart some distance 
over a ditch and remained with him until light, at which time he sought 
further help. His Serjeant (*) assisted him but was wounded. Four search 
parties failed to find Taggart. The Germans secured Taggart and Owen 
believes and hopes that Taggart is alive. He states ñso far as we know, 
though seriously wounded, he is still alive but a prisonerò. 
 
* I believe he is referring to Serjeant Jones (see below). 
 

¶ Lieut. Col. N. C. Bell, O.C. 15th Battalion R.W.F. 13 May 1916 
(letter to the parents of Second Lieutenant Taggart) 
Their son was severely wounded and is a POW. 2nd Lieut. Taggart was 
retiring from the German trenches when he saw Capt. Owen (the Raid 
Leader) bring in a wounded man. Taggart went to assist and was hit as 
soon as he reached Owen. Owen and a Serjeant (Jones) carried Taggart 
some distance and then Owen sent Jones for more assistance. Jones was 
hit. Owen carried Taggart across a bridge over a ditch and placed him in a 
covered position. Capt. Owen returned to his men. Four patrols sent out 
failed to reach Taggart. Donohue (* see later Donoghue) found Taggart 
when he was returning later, as he had got left out after the raid. He 
returned to the lines and reported to Bell that he had seen a German 
Officer point out Taggart, who was close to their parapet and a long way 
from the British trenches. A patrol went out after dark, to that spot, and 
found Taggart had been removed. 
 

¶ Statement of Pte. Ingman #21583 St. Johnôs Hospital, Etaples 8/6/1916 
Taggart and Osborne-Jones went over with bombing party. Both were 
wounded and taken prisoner. He saw the man who came back (*). They 
should check with Donoghue. Pte. Ingman got information from his officer 
(Lt. Frost) that a German POW (captured a week later) told them Taggart 
and Osborne-Jones were POWs, both wounded, one severely. He 
believed, but was not certain, that Osborne-Jones was the more seriously 
wounded man. 
  
* I believe this is Pte. John Henry Donoghue #21660, 13th Bn. R.W.F. KIA 
11 July 1916 (on Thiepval Memorial ï CWGC link) 
 
 
 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/754558/donoghue,-john-henry/
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¶ Pte. Fred Bouchier #1982115th Bn. R.W.F. 8/6/1919 
Private Bouchier was on sentry post duty at Duxbills near Laventie on 8 
May 1916. He had been warned of 50 men going over in bombing party at 
about 11 pm under Taggart, Osborne-Jones and Owen (Captain). About 
37 came back at 1:30 am. A search party was sent out and returned at 
2:30 am without Taggart, who was left lying badly wounded 30 yards from 
German trenches. One of the men (*) came across Taggart and stayed 
with him all day. That man came back at 3:30 pm (May 8th) to get food for 
Taggart. Officer (?) sent out another search party at 9 pm and found that 
Germans had already taken Taggart. 
  
* At the end of this report it says that someone later found out from Pte. 
Bouchier that the man that that stayed with Taggart was Cpl. Bloor (see 
subsequent report from Sgt. Bloor). 
 

¶ Statement of Pte. Wm. Lloydô#19166 16th R.W.F.2nd Southern General 
Hospital, 8 June 1916  
He was a machine gun bearer (16th Bn.) covering the attack of the 
bombing party (15th Bn.). He got to the German wire that had been 
previously cut. There he saw Osborne-Jones on the German parapet firing 
his revolver into the trench. Osborne-Jones was shot and fell behind 
(back). Taggart was hit about the same time. Lloyd was lying in a shell 
hole in No Manôs Land and saw the Germans pick up Osborne-Jones and 
put him on a stretcher. The Germans returned later and one of the 
Germanôs carried him (Taggart) out on his back. A captured German POW 
reported 16 days later that both officers were alive then. 
  

* Later reports (see below) suggest that Pte. Lloyd was not in No Manôs 
Land at the time of the raid and that his statement is based on rumours at 
that time. Obviously there was something about Lloydôs report that 
conflicted with the others. 
 

¶ Statement of 2nd Lieut. W. C. Jones 15th Bn. R.W.F. Guyôs Hospital, 
London, 30 June 1916 
(appears to be written by whomever took the statement) 
The informant is 2nd Lieut. W. C. Jones who was in charge of the lines 
from which the raid took place, which would mean that he was not out on 
the raid. He is not to be confused with 2nd Lieut. Noel Osborne-Jones, who 
participated in the raid. 
2nd Lieut. Taggard (Taggart) wounded close to enemy lines and taken 
prisoner. Raid was about 1 am on Sunday 7 May 1916 (*). The informant 
(Jones) believes that Taggart is dead. He has a report from one of the 
men who got back that Taggart was seriously wounded in the back. 
  

* The calendar for 1916 shows Sunday was May 7th, so he is referring to 

the raid in the early morning hours of May 8th. 

 

 

http://cefresearch.ca/wiki/index.php/File:1916.jpg
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¶ Pte. A. Saunders #22560 Etaples, 10 July 1916 

Saunders refers to ñJonesò which I have changed to ñOsborne-Jonesò so it 

is not confused with the report of ñW. C. Jonesò. 

His report appears to be about both Taggart and Jones (Osborne-Jones). 

It was reported that 64 men went out on the raid at Laventie. Three men 
were taken prisoner (Osborne-Jones, Taggart and Gladden *). Pte. 
Langdon reported Osborne-Jones and Taggart taken prisoner but cannot 
say if dead or alive. He (Langdon?) saw Jones on the parapet firing rapidly 
with a revolver in each hand. He saw him heave forward and fall into the 
trench, apparently shot dead. Gladdenôs people have heard from his as a 
prisoner but nothing about Jones or Taggart. 
  

* See subsequent reports. Enquiry sent to Germany to see if Pte. Gladden 
#27362, captured at the time of the raid, can provide additional 
information. No answer at the time of the report. 
 

¶ Corp. Rowley #21839 S.S. St. David, Boulogne 13 July 1916 
Taggart was in the same bombing raid as Jones. He was left in a trench 
between the British and German lines by Donaghue (Donoghue). Thinks 
Donoghue says he (Taggart) was wounded in the back but was alive. 
They (patrols) could not find Taggart but it was easy for the Germans as 
there was a line of willows from their line to ours. 
 

This would appear to be a report based on second-hand information. I do 
not know the link of Cpl. Rowley to the raiding party. 
 

¶ Statement of Pte. G. Spencer 15th R.W.F. Holt Auxiliary Hospital 27 July 
1916 
Bombing party in early May (1916) at about 2 am at Neuve Chapelle front. 
Donoghue (* see above) came to trench next day at about 7 pm from No 
Manôs Land, and reported he had been with Taggart and that Taggart was 
seriously wounded. Donoghue saw Germans take Osborne-Jones and 
Gladden, treating them very carefully. German carried Taggart across his 
back. 
 

¶ War Office Form Request To Royal Welsh Fusiliers Deport, Wrexham 
Received 29-31 December 1916 Reference to Informants Report, which 
would be, Pte. W. Lloyd #19166 of the 16th Bn. R.W.F. 
Secretary of War requesting information from the Royal Welsh Fusiliers 
Depot in Wrexham. This would appear to be the request that started the 
investigation as to the accuracy of the report made by Pte. W. Lloyd. 
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¶ Major-General Deputy Adjutant General G.H.Q. 3rd Echelon. Was 15th 
Bn. Adjutant at time of the raid on 7-8 May 1916.To Secretary War Office 
Regarding Casualty Report C.2 Casualties 104340. Response to letter of 
9 January 1917. Letter dated 13 February 1917. Report of Officer 
Commanding 15th Bn. R.W.F. 
This soldier (whoever made the report believed to be based on rumours?) 
was not in ñNo Manôs Landò during the raid. Taggart was not wounded 
until the raid was over. Taggart was left in a ditch after 3 recovery 
attempts failed. He lay in the ditch until evening 8 May 1916 and was 
captured by the enemy. The wounded man (*) now KIA remained with 
Taggart but left him at 6 am and crawled back to lines. A captured 
German prisoner had no knowledge of the raid. The raid began at 1:50 am 
with patrols to 3:30 am. Osborne-Jones was taken into German trenches 
about 4 am (night of 7th-8thMay). Taggart was taken into German trenches 
about 8:30 pm next day (8th May). No news of either officer (Taggart or 
Osborne-Jones). The soldierôs statement is believed to be based on 
rumours at the time. 
 

* the wounded man must be Donoghue, as he was the man subsequently 

killed. 

 

¶ Author Unknown. Report of Officer Commanding15th Bn. R.W.F. 6 April 
1917 Regarding Casualty Report C.2 Casualties 104340 
(very similar to the report above) 
Taggart was not wounded until the operation was over and remained lying 
in the ditch until the following evening. Three attempts to rescue Taggart 
failed. Taggart was captured by the enemy before patrols the search 
parties could recover him. Wounded man (Donoghue?) now KIA remained 
with Taggart but left him at 6 am and crawled back to lines. A German 
prisoner captured by the battalion had no knowledge of the raid. The raid 
began at 1:50 am with patrols to 3:30 am. Osborne-Jones was taken into 
German trenches about 4 am (night of 7th-8thMay). Taggart was taken into 
German trenches about 8:30 pm next day (8th May). Enquiry sent to 
Germany to see if Pte. Gladden #27362, captured at the time of the raid, 
can provide additional information. No answer at the time of the report. 
 

¶ Sgt. D. W. Bloor, 4th London General Hospital 12 August 1917 
To Mrs. Foster, 2nd Lt. Taggartôs Sister 
Sgt. Bloor made enquiries of the battalion so this is not first-hand 
information. Believes that Taggart is alive and a POW, based on 
information through the American Embassy. Taggart was with Osborne-
Jones and was hit when withdrawing after the attack, 30 yards from  
German trenches. Captain (Owen) was with Taggart. Bloor went out to 
look for Taggart and returned before daylight. It was ñbelievedò Taggart 
was hit in the back. A search party the following night did not find Taggart 
or Osborne-Jones. 
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9. The German Regimental History (this link), written in gothic (fraktur) in the early 

1930s by Fritz Wiedemann, says that the battalion brought in two wounded and 
three dead Englishmen. These would be the three dead that were buried side-by-
side at the Fournes German Cemetery (Attachment #9). The 15th Bn Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers appear to have raided the 6th Kompanie of the 16th Bavarian 
Reserve Infantry Regiment (List Regiment) commanded by Leutnant der Reserve 
Glunk. The analysis of the British casualties from the raid matches this report by 
the Germans: 
 

¶ Second Lieutenant Herbert Taggart (deceased and buried in Fournes 
German Cemetery Grave 3.II.21 or 3.II.22, see COG-BR 2113059) 
 

¶ Second Lieutenant Noel Osborne-Jones (deceased and buried in Fournes 
German Cemetery Grave 3.II.21 or 3.II.22, see COG-BR 2113059) 
 

¶ Private Lionel Grove #22034 (deceased and buried in Fournes German 
Cemetery Grave 3.II.20, see COG-BR 2113059) 
 

¶ Private Stanley Hood (wounded, later died, buried Haubourdin Communal 
Cemetery German Extension (CWGC Link), concentrated to Cabaret-
Rouge British Cemetery Plot 16 Row A Grave 17, see COG-BR 2113122) 
 

¶ Private Gladden #27362 (wounded, survived, later repatriated, see ICRC 
Records 2584936/3/2) 
 

 

 
Action Required: 
 
The ñInvestigative Reportò has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #10). 
 
The evidence provided by the historical documents is clear that the only unknown men 
of the Commonwealth Forces who died on 8 May 1916 and were initially buried side-by-
side in the Fournes Communal Cemetery German Extension were Private Lionel Grove. 
Second Lieutenant Noel Osborne-Jones and Second Lieutenant Herbert Taggart. There 
are no other candidates that died at that time, are recorded as ñUNKNOWNSò, and that 
were in the specific area where the remains were recovered.   
 

  

http://www.fschuppisser.ch/kuk/07bayinf.pdf
https://script.byu.edu/Pages/German/en/fraktur.aspx
https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2113059.JPG
https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2113059.JPG
https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2113059.JPG
https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc5719597.JPG
https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2113122.JPG
https://grandeguerre.icrc.org/en/File/Details/2584936/3/2/
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ATTACHMENT #1a 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form. 

http://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc1976121.JPG 

  

http://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc1976121.JPG
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ATTACHMENT #1b 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form. 
http://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc9999999.JPG  
 

  

http://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc9999999.JPG
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ATTACHMENT #2 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial 

Return. http://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2113059.JPG  

  

http://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2113059.JPG
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ATTACHMENT #3a 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Comprehensive Report (A) of Headstone Inscriptions.  
http://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2081351.JPG  
 

  

http://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc2081351.JPG

